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Monthly Mustang

The weather on the track was not cool, but 
comfortable.  The wind didn't pick up until mid to late 
afternoon. Parent, teacher, and student volunteers 
were plentiful.  Events ran smoothly with all the help.  

Competition was fierce.  Could you believe, I 
actually saw a runner pushed down by her own 
teammate!  The Mustangs handily pulled out the win 
over the other schools, who are not to be seen as 
easily defeated.   

On behalf of our track team and school, I want to 
thank the schools Tinsley, Poe, Kate Bell, Lovett, 
Mark Twain, and Walnut Bend for their participation 
in this event.   We hope to see this event and those 
schools as attendees on our calendars next year.  

Memorial Day is a solemn 
d a y o f r e m e m b r a n c e f o r 
everyone who has lost a loved 
one in the military. It is a day to 
remember and honor the military 
men and women who have died 
fighting for our country.  

O n e o f t h e e a r l i e s t 
commemorations was organized 
by recently freed slaves. The 
holiday's founder, John A Logan 
of the Grand Army, had a long 
and distinguished career. In 1968 
Congress passed the Uniform 
Hol iday Ac t , des igna t ing 
Memorial Day as the last 

Monday in May. Memorial Day 
became a federal holiday in 
1971. 

Today Memorial Day is 
recognized by putting out the 
American flag on the front yard 
and on the tombstones of 
military men and women who 
died while serving our country. 
There a re pa rades where 
veterans march and are honored. 
People have picnics and eat 
hamburgers, hot dogs, ribs, 
BBQ, and apple pie. How will 
your family honor Memorial 
Day? 

MEMORIAL DAY  
BY LAILA CHILAKAPATI & MATTIE EDWARDS 

WEST U WINS BIG AT  
TRACK MEET BY CONRAD HIGGS

5th Grade girls track team carries the 1st Place trophy.

Thank you 
to all our 
Veterans!

Ms. Parish’s 4th Grade Class.

The year is going to end very soon and 5th graders are 
moving on to middle school! Almost every fifth grader is 
going to miss their best friends, supportive teachers, and 
school, but are also excited to take on new adventures. 

Here is what few West U Mustangs said: 
“I am going to miss my friends!”- Eva Mckay 
“I am going to miss going to camp.”- Oliver Carlyle 
“I am going to miss my friends and teachers!”- Lindsey Levan 
“I am going to miss my friends!”-  Skylar Gross 

“I am going to miss my teachers 
and friends.” 

- Annabella Nguyen 
“I am going to miss my 
friends and teachers.” 

 - Bryan Lee 
“I am going to miss my 
friends, my teachers and 
walking around the 
building!”          - Myaan Sonenshein 
“I am going to miss my friends and teachers.” - Ava Ravandi 

LOOKING BACK BY PRAKRATI SHENOY

Lindsey, Annabella, Ava and Prakriti.
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Q: How long have your been a 
counselor at West U? 

A: 8 years. 
Q: Have you done anything else 

at West U?
A: I taught computer class 

to Grades 3-5 for 13 
years. I am also the 
webmaster for our 
school website and keep 
the hallway TV displays 
updated.

Q: Do you read the Monthly 
Mustang? 
A: Yes, but I read it as 
the editor, looking for 
spelling and grammatical 
errors. 

Q: Do you have a pet? 
A: I have a fish pond with 

gold fish, lots of 
minnows and sometimes 
tadpoles.  

Q: What’s your favorite book? 

A: One of my favorites this 
year is The Signature of 
All Things by Elizabeth 
Gilbert.

Q: Did you play sports as a kid? 
A: Yes, but not organized 

sports. I had a group of 
neighborhood kids that 
I played kickball and 
baseball with. 

Q: Did you go to West U as a 
kid?

A: I wish. I went to 
kindergarten - 2nd grade 
in Dayton, Ohio and 
3rd-5th in Warner 
Robins, Georgia. 

Q: What is your favorite food? 
A: I like salads a lot. But I 

also enjoy Thai, Indian 
Vietnamese and Italian. 

Q: Where is your favorite place 
to be? 

A: I would say snorkeling in 
Hawaii. 

Q: How do you like running 
the Monthly Mustang? 

A: I love it after I publish 
an issue. It’s a lot of 
work before that.

Q: On a scale of 1-10, how 
would you rate this 
interview?

A: “9”. You have asked good 
questions and made me 
reflect on things. 

12 QUESTIONS S FOR MR. CONNOLLY 
BY OLIVER TSAO AND ETHAN SCHOR

EVER WONDER WHAT SCHOOL  IS LIKE 
IN AFRICA? 
 CAROLINE THOMPSON & RAQUEL ECHEVARRIA

Q: Can you buy school lunch? 
A: Yes, your parents buy lunch 

for you for each semester. 
Q: Do you have recess? How 

long? 
A: Yes, we have two recesses a 

day that are twenty-five 
minutes each.

Q: What vacations does your 
school have? 

A: We have spring break, 
summer break, October 
break, winter break, and a 
lot of long weekends!

Q: Do you have homework? 
How much? 

A: Grades K-5 get no 
homework!

Q: What classes do you have? 
A: We have homeroom which 

includes math, science, and 
reading. We also have 
Portugese, P.E., music, art, 
and library.

Q: Do you have field trips? 

A: Yes, we go to places 
depending on what we are 
studying.

Q: How long is your school 
day? 

A: From 7:55 to 3:00.
Q: What kind of tests do you 

take? 
A: We get assessments after 

we finish our study units. 
We also have a big end-of-
the-year test like the 
STAAR.

Q: How many grades does 
your school have? 

A: It goes from preschool to 
high school.

Q  10: How many teachers are 
in each grade? 

A: There are three homeroom 
teachers in my grade, Ms. 
Faber, Mr. Perico, and Ms. 
Selena. Ainsley's school also 
does a jog-a-thon every year 
to support orphanages! 
How cool is that?

Have you ever wondered what 
school would be like in Africa? 
Well, we have answers for your 
questions! Caroline asked her 
friend, Ainsley Swiger, who lives in 
Luanda, Angola, Africa about her 
school called  Luanda 
International School.

What do you think about Ainsley's school? Would you rather 
go there than West U.?

Dear Kiran,  
I’m struggling with my schoolwork 
and my parents keep hounding me 
about it. I’m really getting stressed 
out especially in the last months on 
school. Help!! 
From,  Stressed Out 

Dear Stressed Out,  
First, try and calm yourself down. 
Almost everyone has been in your 
situation before at least once. Also, 
find the problem of your bad grades. 
It could be from end of school 
syndrome (aka everyone starts 
slacking near the end of the school 
year), you could have too much HW 
or after-school activities, or you could 

even be worried about disappointing 
your parents! 
After that, try and find easy plans to 
help reduce the problem. Hope this 
helps 
From, Kiran 
P.S. Next year I won’t be in the MM 
and I sincerely hope someone will 
take my place! If you do, good luck!!  

Dear Kiran by Kiran Kehta
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Mother, Mom, Momma, Mommy 
are some of the names you hear, 

Mom is commonly used; it makes 
us feel so dear.

Love is kind, love forgives, love is joy,
Moms make it seem as easy as playing with a toy.

Moms offer school rides, class trips, late nights, and 
afternoon snacks, 

Lunch breaks, sleepovers, homework help and 
organize backpacks.

The list goes on and on, but she never complains, 
A Mother's Love is priceless and never ever wains.

Moms do wonder when the school year will end, 
All to start things over and prepare to do it again!

"The  last  time  you  blew  out  your  birthday 
candles, what did you wish for?" This opening line 
starts an unforgettable story by Jon David Anderson 
packed with humor,  suspense  and a  little  sadness. 
The novel starts by describing Haven, a high- tech 
fairy  home invisible  from the  outside  world.  In 
Haven, the youngest ever fairy to graduate from the 
Academy,  Ophelia  Delphinium Fidgets,  is  on  her 

first mission to grant a wish. A first job can be very 
challenging, as anyone who tries new things knows. For 
Ophelia,  she  is  slightly  confused  about  her  job. 
Combine  that  with  the  fact  that  there  is  a  major 
decrease in magic in Haven, means there will be some 
mistakes. I won’t spoil the book but I will say there are 
some plot twists. I guarantee that you will enjoy this 
inspiring  novel  about  achieving  your  dreams  and 

Granted  by Jon David Anderson reviewed  byWeston Benner

 

The Maze of Bones  is the first book of The 39 
Clues series.  The story begins with Amy and Dan 
Cahill  attending  their  Grandmother’s  funeral.  
When their Grandmother’s will is read, they learn 
that they can get one million dollars or have the 
chance to become more powerful  than they ever 

imagined.  They turn down the money and receive an 
envelope that contains a clue.  They must figure out 
what the clue means and how to use it.  This book is 
intriguing,  suspenseful  and  action  packed.  Do  you 
think you could solve the mystery of the clue?  Read 
The Maze of Bones and find out!

The Maze of Bones By Rick Riordan reviewed by Will Dudley

Are you a sports nut? Do you like 
exercise? If so, then the kids Triathlon 
may be a fit for you. This year, it takes 
place at NRG Stadium on April 21 and 
22. Lots of kids and parents will be there. 
The athletes first swim, then bike, and 
lastly, run. If the athletes are 6-10 years 
old, they swim for 100 yards, bike 3 

miles, and run one half mile. If the athletes are 11-15 years old, they 
swim 200 yards, bike 6 miles, and run a whole mile. It might be 
tiring, but it is also fun. At the end, the athletes will be so happy that 
they have accomplished it. I highly recommend active kids to go to 
the Triathlon. 

In the race, the athletes will get called in groups by their ages. 
They each jump into the pool, BAM! The race starts! After they get 
out, they go to the transition area to put on their bike gear.  Do it 
quickly! Hop on the bike and start racing. Once done, they will be 
back in the transition area. Hop off the bike and start sprinting. Make 
sure to have shoes on. Finally, dash across the finish line! Great Job!

Go Triathlon! By Emily Tang A Mother' s Love  
By Ethan Sims

In this movie, the xi meet the Guardians of the Galaxy 
and  Dr.  Strange.   Thanos  has  risen  and he  won't  stop at 
anything  to  “bring  balance  to  the  galaxy.”   He  wants  to 
collect  the  six  infinity  stones  with  the  powers  of  time, 
space, power, soul, reality, and mind.  At the start of the 
movie he has the Power Stone and gets the space stone from 
Asgard. The mind and time stones are on Earth, the Reality 
stone on Knowhere, and the Soul Stone is lost because the 
map burnt.  If  Thanos  gets  all  six  stones  he  can snap his 

fingers and half of the 
galaxy  will  die.   Can 
T h o r  ge t  a  ne w 
hammer?  What secret 
does  Gamora  know?  
What is the Red Skull doing?

This movie is  amazing.  It  has amazing sound effects 
and even better fight scenes.  We rate it five stars and we 
can’t wait for the sequel.

Avengers: Infinity War Movie reviewed by Grey Warren & Caden Warren 

Emily and her brother Ethan ready 
to swim 200 yards in the Triathlon.
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POISONOUS TO PETS! BY JACK REID AND GRANT BERGER

Normal human food can be terrible for dogs and cats, 
so you have to be careful.  Some of  your favorite  foods, 
including chocolate, can be very harmful. Before you give 
your pet a “little treat” make sure it isn’t poisonous! 

Some  common poisons  for  dogs  include  chocolate, 
grapes and raisins, and things containing xylitol (sugar free 
gum, mints, etc). If a dog digests these things, depending 
on its weight, even a little bit can lead it into the doggy 
emergency room.

Some of the usual culprits of poisons 
for  cats  are  lilies,  which are  commonly 
found  in  flower  arrangements,  onions 
and  garlic.  These  are  found  in  many 
households, so they are more dangerous 
than they would be otherwise. Always be 
careful  to  watch  what  your  pet   eats 
because some normal things could hurt them very badly.

WACO MAMMOTH NATIONAL MONUMENT  
BY KATIE HAVRANEK

Within a day’s drive of Houston 
lies one of the newest National Parks, 
Waco Mammoth National Monument. The 
park showcases the fossils of a 
Columbian mammoth nursery herd, at 
least six adult females and ten juveniles 
the only one discovered in the U.S.  

The fossils were found in 1978, 
when some people discovered a weird 
bone near the Bosque River. They took 
the bone to Baylor University’s 
Strecker Musuem, where staff 
identified it as the femur (thigh) bone 

of a Columbian mammoth. A museum 
team went to the place where the 
femur was found, and began 
excavating. Soon, many mammoth 
fossils were found. They discovered the 
remains of a nursery herd who 
appeared to have drowned in a flash 
flood about 65,000 years ago. They 
also discovered the fossils of a camel, a 
saber toothed cat, an antelope, a 
tortoise and an alligator.

The  Columbian  mammoth  is 
different from the better known Wooly 

mammoth.  The  Columbian  was  much 
taller, and had less hair because it lived in 
warmer climates.  It  also had smaller  ears. 
They went extinct about 10,000 years ago.

I really enjoyed visiting the park. You 
get  to  see  a  lot  of  the  fossils  in  situ, 
meaning they have been left in the ground 
as they were found. I learned a lot about 
mammoths, and the Ice Age.

More comics on the online Monthly Mustang @ 
westues.org
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SPRING

Spring has many wonders, 
but one of the most memorable are the animals 
and the flowers. 
The flowers are blooming with their vibrant 
colors and their scent, 
their petals as soft as a feather. 
The birds chirping their songs in a melodious 
tone. 
A reminder to me, spring is a peaceful time of year.

By Zain Imam
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